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Former Gov. Perdue tours Shooting Range

Shawn Jaerard us. of
Georgia News when s Shooting Ras
nganens com roceived the green I
Union Count on U
Government recently rolled

here in Unlon A
ot e proverdialtod curper | Lol officials give

for former
ik ek o
‘ "
Gy Sty g 4 g
e gl
“cheduied 10 open 1n uml P
e

off Geargia 150, betw
i 18 and 19,

And Perdue has takes
peonie e engery avalng Pler et o koo

R I e making, 10 esng ped Sy wih el
m’\_:‘- making, s g ped fr

ange TR ¢

fest

o
R s
o

N &
.-mn-m-m ‘ w:thwwummuﬂp Locallemdes et with Univ o “Chancelo Dr. Soany Perdu for » tar ofthe vder-consruction
xor e ooty e ersity System of Georgla Sonny oo

last month.
A pilot, Perdue flew his
plane up from Bonaire
to the Blairsville Municipal
Airport that Tuesday for a
visit to the area on a variety
of business, to include the
Shooting Range tour as well as
afew stops in the region as part
of his official chancellor duties.

“There’s much more
interest in. firearms and the
Second Amendment these days
than there has been,” Perdue
said. “This is a place where
people can learn to use those
weapons safely and securely
and get training.

“That's really what we
want people to do; if they're
going to have a firearm, we
want people to have experience
with them, know how to handle
them, and theyre going to have
trainings out here that help
people do that safely.”

Meeting with Perdue
at the range were Sole
Commissioner Lamar Paris,
Sheriff Mack Mason, County

Construcuon Manaﬁr Mlke
nomason, LCou! anag

Lm'yGnnct! Fire Chxcf Duvui
Dyer, Curtis Colwell of Colwell
Construction, and other local
attendees.

“This wouldn’t have
happened if it wasn’t for
Goy. Perdue,” Sheriff Mason
said before echoing Perdue’s
sentiments that he hopes
people “come out here and
shoot safely, enjoy themselves,
and get instruction on how
and when to use a firearm,”
including women and young
folks.

Also attending the tour
were District 51 State Sen.
Steve Gooch; Assistant Chief

| Walter Lane of the Georgia
Department of Natural
Resources; Ray Lambert Jr.
of the DNR Board of Natural
Resources: Project Manager
Travis Smith of Milestone
Construction; and Joyce White,
who served as Georgia State
Director for USDA Rural
Development during Perdue’s
federal tenure.

“This project is a
great between

government,” Perdue said.
“It's a good example of that.
It's embarrassing when they’ve
taken so long, though.

“That’s the one problem,
the government doesn’t move
that quickly with the checks
and balances that you have to
have, which are needed, but I
felt like we could have done it
alot faster.”

Regardless of how
long it has taken to see the
range through to completion,
everyone agreed that day that
the final product — a first-class,
multimillion dollar pistol and
rifle range with amenities,
supervision and instruction —
was well worth the wait.

And while local officials
give Perdue credit for making
the range a reality, he in turn
credits the persistence of the

people here, from the county

government and the Sheriff’s
Office to the folks in the Union
County Gun Club who have
stuck by their gun range vision
for six and a half years.

persuwg;huezaugead lo be
a lot of barriers,” Peldue smd
“Bureaucracy puts a lot of
barnacles in the way, and
sometimes you just have to be
tough enough and persistent
enough to keep scraping off the
barnacles, and that's really the
situation here.

“But also, there
were considerations of the
neighborhood and people who
may live close by to make sure
their voices were heard. This
needed to be done in a very
democratic, respectful way to
make sure it was in the right
place and being done in the
right way, and I think it is.”

Construction on the
state-of-the-art facility started
around February 2023 and is set
to wrap around the beginning
of February 2024, weather
pending, according to Project
Manager Travis Smith.

To date, shooting sheds
have been erected for both
the 25-yand pistol range and
the 150-yard rifle range, with

and a 20-foot berm, while
the rifle range will be able to
accommodate 14 shooters. *

Both ranges will have
safety officers “running the
show,” operating a red light/
green light system to announce
when the ranges are hot and
cold. X

The 2,000-square-foot
conference building has been
erected also, likewise with
interior work remaining,
This building will be used
to facilitate on-site firearm
training and other activities.

Overall, the project has
required a massive amount of
grading, taking the backside
of the property down 30 feet,
with still more dirt to move in
the month before construction
concludes.

The facility will feamm
a chief range master in Craig
Davenport, who oversaw
training at the Sheriff’s Office
before retiring there at the
end of December. Davenport
looks forwatd to

facility.

SHfieers anu h wmge
a good time Tuesday through
Sunday.
Shooters will be nblq
to acquire an annual pass via
membership with the Union
County Gun Club, and the
general public will also be
able to practice shooting by
purchasing single-use day

Importantly, local law
enforcement will finally have a
nice facility for state-mandated
annual firearms training. .

Many partners have
contributed to the development
of the range, including the
Georgia Department of
Natural Resources, which has
established the rules to bg
enforced when the range is
operational.

It has been a long umq
coming, as the effort to build
a range began in July 2017
when residents banded together
to form the Union Count
Gun Club, with Sheriff Masol

cials to fin
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secure plans and funding. |
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looking out onto the new 25-yard pistol range at the Uni:':) County Shooting

Range, expected to be open

for business in March.
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